TO: All Montana National Guard Officer and Enlisted Association members:

“LEGISLATIVE ALERT!”

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE REQUIRED

Please talk immediately to as many National Guard Association members
(Officer and Enlisted) as possible to get them to contact their
State Senator urging them to
“OPPOSE SB 560”.

Senate Bill 560 - “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING NATIONAL GUARD COMBAT
DEPLOYMENT LAW; REQUIRING AN OFFICIAL CONGRESSIONAL
DECLARATION OR ACTION TO RELEASE THE MONTANA NATIONAL GUARD
TO ACTIVE COMBAT DUTY; PROVIDING FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
CIRCULATE COPIES OF THE ACT; PROVIDING FOR THE SECRETARY OF
STATE TO CHARGE A FEE; AND PROVIDING DEFINITIONS.” will be heard in the
Senate State Administration Committee on a date yet to be determined.

This bill, sponsored by Senator John Fuller (R-Kalispell) serves to:

e REPEAT THE SAME EFFORTS AS HB 527, DEFEATED IN THE HOUSE

e Preempt the Governor of Montana from releasing our Soldiers and Airmen to active
duty in support of federal missions deemed to be ‘Active Combat Duty’ without an
official congressional declaration of war pertaining to the mission

e This law would relegate our Montana National Guard to nothing more than a
peacetime force, inaccessible by the Department of Defense for several missions,
perhaps even precluding support of our State Partnership Program Nations

e If the Montana National Guard cannot support all operations required by the
President and Department of Defense, we will become the last to be called (if at all)
and our missions, training, equipping and funding will be decimated

e While the intent of ‘no more wars without a congressional declaration’ is
understood, correcting the situation by isolating Montana from defense missions
across the board will do nothing to change the situation which is rooted at the
national level

e As mentioned, this effort was defeated in the House (HB 527), so let’s insure it is
defeated in the Senate

e THIS IS IMPORTANT: Contact your Senator expressing your OPPOSITION, also
send your message of OPPOSITION to the Senate State Administration Committee.

o See below “Have Your Say Montana Site” for instructions.

How do | contact my State Senator/Representative and Committee?
See below links to communicate with your Legislators

« Have Your Say Montana Site - Have Your Say Montana - Montana State Legislature (mt.gov)
[then go to :Website Messages - Send messages through the website]

«  Who Is My Legislator? - | eqislator Lookup - Montana State Legislature (mt.gov)
« Contact My Legislator - https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-lookup/contacting-legislators/
« Or, leave a message: 406.444.4800

Roger A. Hagan (Legislative Advocate, MT NG Officer and Enlisted Associations)
117 Gerber Road, Great Falls, MT 59405, Cell (406) 459-0773
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